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Welcome …
By Commandant Air Cadets
Air Commodore Gordon Moulds
Every week, come rain or shine, 40,000 young men and women in nearly
1,000 towns and cities throughout the UK are taking the Air Cadet
challenge.
The activities on offer are wide ranging, from flying and gliding to adventure
training, sports, BTECs and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme.
Some 10,000 adult volunteers are helping them to succeed, using their
life skills, experience and professionalism, together with our training, which
is second to none.
As Commandant of the Air Training Corps it is my privilege to command
these exceptional people, together with the young people we all serve. I
never cease to be amazed at how enthusiastic and committed they are in
helping our cadets to fulfil their potential.
Although the Air Training Corps (ATC) is parented by the Royal Air Force
and is a disciplined organization, you do not need any previous military
experience and you do not have to wear a uniform. You would join as a
civilian instructor, and can remain in a civilian support role if you wish,
but if you feel you would like to make the move into a uniformed post, in
time you can apply to be an officer or non-commissioned officer.
There is something to suit everyone’s abilities. Specific qualifications are
not required, but you should be keen to help young people and have an
understanding of their particular needs. You will be able to gain
professional qualifications too, which may help you in civilian life.
The challenge is great but the rewards can be even greater, with new
skills learned and lifelong friendships made.

The ATC is parented by the RAF

“Take up the challenge
and join us today!”
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Who we are…
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The Air Training Corps (ATC) is a national organization for young people
aged between 13 and 20. It was established in 1941 and there are nearly
1,000 squadrons divided into 36 wings, which then split into six regions
(See map page 34).
Volunteer staff can become Civilian Instructors, Civilian Gliding Instructors,
Non-Commissioned Officers, Chaplains or Civilian Committee Members.
They can also take a commission in the Training Branch of the RAF
Volunteer Reserve.

Our mission…
To be the modern, dynamic, sustainable organization of choice for young
people, offering fun and challenging opportunities.

Our aims…
We aim to produce enthusiastic and thoughtful young men and women
who will strive to succeed in whatever walk of life they choose;
z

to encourage a practical interest in aviation and the RAF;

z

to provide training that will be useful within the ATC and
in civilian life;

z

to foster a spirit of adventure while developing qualities
of leadership and citizenship.

“Our ideals are clear; to produce enthusiastic and
thoughtful young men and women who will strive
to succeed in whatever walk of life they choose.”

We need you…
The ATC constantly assesses its past achievements, implements change
to meet the challenges of today, and makes plans for the future. To do
this, we need you.
All kinds of people make up our volunteers, and experience has shown
us that they come from many different backgrounds. Obviously if you
have direct experience of working with young people, or any relevant
skills such as flying or gliding, you would be particularly welcome, but
they are not essential as we will train you and support you at every stage.
However, it is vitally important that you have the kind of personal qualities
we need, such as patience, maturity and responsibility. You should
understand young people and be prepared to deal with their problems as
well as their enthusiasm. You will need to be reasonably fit as physical
exercise is an important part of our activities, but you do not have to be
an athlete. It is just as important to have someone who can deal with
emotional upset when the cadets are away from home as it is to have
someone who can go adventure training.
You will also have to be well organized, perhaps with good managerial
and administrative skills, an ability to listen to problems and deal with
them tactfully and appropriately. Do you think you have something to
offer us? If so, read on...

Opportunities…
Over the next few pages, you can find out about some
of the opportunities open to you as an adult volunteer,
and meet people who have already joined us. They
will tell you something about how they spend their time
with the cadets, why they got involved, and how much
their lives have been affected by this rewarding work.

“The ATC constantly assesses its past achievements,
implements change to meet the challenges of today,
and makes plans for the future...”

We seek...
Officers:

Page 6

Non-Commissioned Ofiicers:

Page 12

Civilian Instructors:

Page 14

Civilian Gliding Instructors

Page 16

Chaplains

Page 20

Civilian Committee Members

Page 23
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Officers...
6

To become an officer in the Air Cadets you generally first join as a civilian
instructor or serve as a senior non-commissioned officer to gain
experience. After 3-6 months you are interviewed by your Squadron
Commander and then go before a Commissioning Board at Regional
HQ. When you take the Queen’s Commission in the Training Branch of
the RAF Volunteer Reserve you are given an RAF uniform with VR(T) on
the shoulder.
You will be attached to a squadron and you will be expected to attend for
at least 12 hours per month. Normally squadrons meet twice a week,
perhaps between 7-9pm on a Monday and a Thursday - but the days and
times vary according to each unit.
As a volunteer you can claim up to 28 days remuneration plus travel and
subsistence expenses.

You will be expected to attend the Officers’ Initial Course at RAF College
Cranwell, Lincolnshire within your first year and the Officers’ Senior Course
at a later date. The courses are geared towards developing your leadership
skills.
You can also gain qualifications in mountain leadership, First Aid, NVQs
and attend courses in corporate communications and shooting range
management.
Promotion can take you through the ranks from Pilot Officer and Flying
Officer to Flight Lieutenant to Squadron Leader and even Wing
Commander. (The substantive rank is Flying Officer and the others are
acting ranks). As your Air Cadet career progresses you may be offered a
position on the Wing or Region staff.
On your squadron you will develop your leadership skills, help on routine
parade nights with a range of activities and with the ACO’s well respected
academic syllabus. You may also take cadets aged 13-20 on adventure
training activities at numerous locations including at our centres in
Llanbedr, Wales and Windermere, Cumbria.
You will help cadets with their Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards, music and
sport and accompany them to flying and gliding schools. You might even
have the chance to take to the skies yourself!
The ATC runs camps across the UK and in Germany, Cyprus and Gibraltar
as well as expeditions to far flung regions such as Mongolia, Iceland and
South America. Each year a handful of adult volunteers is chosen to
accompany cadets on the International Air Cadet Exchange to 15 countries
including New Zealand, Australia, Singapore, Hong Kong, the USA and
Canada, so there may be the opportunity for you to travel.
Rest assured wearing a VR(T) uniform is a non-combatant role and does
not mean you can be deployed to a war zone - your job is to train the Next
Generation of air cadets!

“It is a great feeling to see cadets develop and progress through their cadet careers,
doing things they enjoy whilst gaining valuable skills at the same time.”
7

Flight Lieutenant Richard Gillett

Case Study:
NAME:

Flight Lieutenant
Kenny Fox

AGE:

36

REGION:

North

PROFESSION:

Police Officer

8

“The ATC has impacted on me and my choice of career greatly
…more importantly though for me, the organization has
provided me with the greatest asset a person can have
– genuine, lifelong friends.”

“I am a serving Flight Lieutenant in the Training Branch of the Royal Air Force Reserve. My current post is as a Regional Staff
Officer in North Region parented at Royal Air Force Linton-On-Ouse near York. In my current role I am responsible for the
implementation of staff and cadet training in fieldcraft, military skills and weapons training.

“My full time job is with South Yorkshire Police; I joined them in 1989 straight from the Royal Air Force. I enjoyed a number of
postings and experiences ranging from CID to specialist firearms operations. In 1996 I became one of the first police officers in
South Yorkshire to be streamed as police aircrew. My role in the Air Support Unit encouraged me into a role where eventually I was
responsible for the training of new crew members. Ironically, in a team of 13 crew and pilots 4 were serving ATC officers!

“I joined the ATC originally in 1983 as a cadet with 218 (Rotherham) Squadron, South and West Yorkshire Wing. I attained the rank
of Cadet Sergeant and represented my squadron and wing in shooting, swimming and athletics. My greatest achievement as a
cadet was being awarded my gliding wings and continuing my glider training as a staff cadet with 643 Volunteer Gliding Squadron
then based at RAF Scampton. In fact I could fly before I could drive! After a brief spell away from the organization I returned to 218
Squadron as a Civilian Instructor, accepting the Queen’s Commission in 1991.

“My main passion was always shooting and in 1994 I was invited to join a Small Arms Training Team. Since then I have qualified in
a number of disciplines including range management and skill at arms. In 1998 I took command of 218 Squadron and spent four
very happy years as Squadron Commander. The ATC has had a huge impact on me and particularly my choice of career. Many of
the skills and qualifications I have taken on since becoming part of the team are interchangeable with those in my work place. More
importantly though for me the organization has provided me within the greatest asset a person can have - genuine, lifelong friends.”

9

Case Studies:
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NAME:

Wing Commander
Sylvie Silver

NAME:

Pilot Officer
Bill Ashraf

AGE:

51

AGE:

41

WING:

London

SQUADRON:

59 (Huddersfield)

REGION:

London & South East

WING:

South & West Yorkshire

REGION:

North

PROFESSION:

Senior Lecturer

PROFESSION: Charity Advice Officer

“I started my career as a civilian instructor with 39F (Barnes) Squadron,
and rose through the ranks after taking my commission in 1983, taking
command of 144(Richmond) Squadron in 1987.
It was not always easy juggling home commitments with ATC activities,
especially when my two children were young, but when I was at home
with them, the ATC was my career. Both my husband and my daughter
are now both VR(T) officers!
“After more than thirty years in the ATC, I took on my biggest challenge
yet in 2005 when I was appointed Commanding Officer of London Wing.
My new role has provided me with two great challenges; to recruit more
adult staff and to increase the numbers of cadets from ethnic minority
groups.
“This has been a tremendous opportunity for me. As a staff development
officer I believed in getting people to broaden their horizons, so when the
opportunity came for me to do the same I jumped at the chance.
“If a volunteer is enthusiastic and wants to help, it doesn’t matter how
many hours they can commit to each month, the ATC will find a place for
them. I know only too well how rewarding an experience it can be, and
when you see a cadet grinning from ear to ear after their first glider flight,
and know you helped them it is amazing.”

“I am a senior lecturer in microbiology at the University of Bradford, and
I got involved with the Air Cadets through my partner, Flight Lieutenant
Emma Leech. Emma seemed to be doing lots of different activities and
so I thought I’d see what it was all about.
“I have been with 59 (Huddersfield) Squadron for two years now, and
was recently commissioned as a Pilot Officer. In the last 12 months I
have completed my Basic Expedition Leaders’ Award, a Royal Life Saving
Society lifeguard course at RAF Cosford and a basic range management
course.
“I thought I knew what to expect, but the scope of the opportunities
available to staff and cadets is massive. I’ve got back into outdoor pursuits
and I’ve picked up on shooting again, and the lifeguard course was just
amazing. I’ve also gained a First Aid qualification with the Squadron which
I can also use for work, and I’ve got a whole new circle of friends into the
bargain.
“I am the squadron’s training officer and I am also running the new BTEC
course in Public Services as part of my remit. The best thing about the Air
Cadets is the sheer variety of activities, and the fact that you really do
feel like you’re making a difference to the young people you’re working
with. The whole thing has been life changing and I’d recommend it to
anyone.”

“The best thing about the Air Cadets is the sheer variety of activities...the whole
thing has been life changing, and I would recommend it to anyone.”
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Non-Commissioned Officers...
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To become an Adult Sergeant in the Air Cadets you generally first join as a Civilian Instructor and after 3-6 months you will be interviewed by your
squadron commander and then go into uniform.

When you get your Sergeant’s rank tapes you will also be given an RAF uniform and will wear ATC (Air Training Corps) on your shoulder. When
appointed you will be expected to attend the Senior Non-Commissioned Officers’ Staff Initial Course (SSIC) at RAF College Cranwell, Lincolnshire.

You will be expected to give a minimum of 12 hours of your time per month for Air
Cadet duties and will normally attend your squadron twice a week perhaps between
7-9pm on a Monday and Thursday. Times and days vary locally.

Your squadron duties include becoming involved in literally every aspect of ATC activity
from parade nights to adventure training and seven major sports to radio
communications, shooting, Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards, bands and the respected
academic syllabus.

Along the way you will help young people aged 13-20 to learn and to become good
citizens but you will also develop your leadership skills and have the opportunity to
pick up qualifications in mountain leadership, First Aid, NVQs and attend a number of
courses. You may also be entitled to 28 days pay.

Rest assured wearing a uniform is a non-combatant role and does not mean you can
be deployed to a war zone - your job is to train the Next Generation of air cadets - you
cannot be called up!

Adult Warrant Officer Ian Greenaway
instructs a cadet

ay

Case Study:
NAME:

Adult Sergeant
Phil Cunningham

AGE:

28

SQUADRON:

6F (Romford)

WING:

Essex

REGION:

London & South East

PROFESSION:

Mechanic

“I have been a member of 6F Squadron since 1991, joining originally as a
cadet. In my time with the cadets I was able to attend many camps, including
visits to RAF Stations both in the UK and abroad. During my nine years I
successfully completed my Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and rose to the
rank of Cadet Warrant Officer.
“In 2000, at the age of 22, I became a civilian instructor, with my main duty
being the management of the supply of uniform for the squadron. I was able
to put my motor mechanic skills to good use ensuring the squadron’s minibus
was always on the road, and naturally was also able to teach the more technical
aviation subjects to the cadets.
“In 2004 I applied to become one of the first adult sergeants within London
Wing, successfully passed the interviews and was appointed in the role. My
responsibilities then increased to include providing support to the squadron
warrant officer with regard to aspects of drill, dress and general discipline on
the squadron.
“When I am not teaching, tinkering with the squadron minibus or issuing
uniforms to cadets, I am able to assist with and enjoy the wide selection of
adventurous training the squadron offers to its cadets. If that was not enough
fun, there is also the social side of being an adult member of staff which
extends to events right across London Wing.

“ If the wide selection of adventurous training wasn’t
enough fun, there is also the social side of being an adult
member of staff… if the last 14 years are anything to go
by, it’s going to get even better!”
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Civilian Instructors...
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Adult volunteers play a vital role in all aspects of cadet life, whether organizing activities, encouraging and educating cadets or helping the
squadron to run smoothly.
We welcome all responsible adults - male or female - from all social backgrounds, cultures and religions. You do not need to have any
prior military experience.
As a Civilian Instructor you can give as much or as little time as you can manage and you do not need any formal qualifications.
You will have the opportunity to develop your leadership skills and if you wish take qualifications in mountain leadership, First Aid and
NVQs that may also be useful to you in your career.

If you choose, you may apply to become an Adult Sergeant or
an Officer in the Training Branch of the RAF Volunteer Reserve.
As a Civilian Instructor you can get involved in squadron activities
but you do not have to wear a uniform. You can claim travel
allowances.
Our volunteers say they gain a huge sense of achievement from
helping young people realise their potential. Why not give it a
try?

Civilian Instructor Di Gilbert
on the summit of Mount Everest

Case Studies:
Civilian Instructor
Annie Burt

NAME:

AGE:

20

AGE:

22

SQUADRON:

13 (City of Exeter)

SQUADRON:

111 (Sunderland)

WING:

Devon & Somerset

WING:

Durham & Northumberland

PROFESSION:

Student Teacher

PROFESSION:

Marketeer

NAME:

Civilian Instructor
Laura Roberts

“I joined the ATC in 2001, and in the five years I spent with 13 Squadron
I rose to the rank of Cadet Warrant Officer. When I left at twenty I became
a Civilian Instructor on the squadron and on the Air Cadets Junior Leaders’
Course, to fit in with my studies at Cardiff.

“I have been involved with the Air Cadets for nine years, and
111(Sunderland) Squadron in particular has been like a second home to
me, offering me more possibilities than I could ever have imagined.

“I decided to become a member of adult staff for various reasons, primarily
because I gained such a lot from my cadet membership and I felt it was
important to put something back. The ATC was a big part of my life for
five years and I had made many friends and had loads of fun. It wasn’t
something I wanted to give up and becoming staff meant I could continue
enjoying it.

“As an air cadet I was the Lord Lieutenant’s cadet for Tyne and Wear in
2002, completed a microlight scholarship, represented the ATC in a
number of shooting competitions and led my Squadron marching band
for four years.

“During my time with the cadets I have taken part in the famous Nijmegen
Marches, gained my Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award, played hockey
and netball at senior level, completed leadership courses and travelled
overseas as part of the International Air Cadet Exchange. I have gained
hugely in confidence as well as the more obvious assets of leadership
skills, First Aid and management qualifications. All these things will help
me immensely in my intended career as a teacher as well as the
experience of working in positions of responsibility with young people.
My experiences within the ATC were fantastic; as a new member of staff
I’m sure the experiences I have to come will be just as rewarding.”

“Now my interests lie in trying to get as many
cadets as possible to experience some of the
things I did, which is why I decided to become
a Civilian Instructor. It’s a great feeling to have
helped a young person to achieve something
they didn’t think they could. Just a little bit of
encouragement can make a world of
difference. To me, being a member of staff at
any level in the Air Training Corps is a positive
experience.”

“I have gained hugely in confidence as well as the more obvious assets of leadership skills, First
Aid and management qualifications…my experiences as a cadet were fantastic; as a new member
of staff I’m sure the experiences I have to come will be just as rewarding.”
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Civilian Gliding Instructors...
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As a Civilian Gliding Instructor (CGI) you do not need to be a pilot already because if you show aptitude we will teach you, but if you already
have flying or gliding experience it will be useful.
As a CGI you will train on either the Viking winch-launched glider (see below and opposite) or on a Vigilant motor glider (see page 18). You
will have highly experienced RAF VR(T) pilots training you and will have to meet exacting standards.
Your progress will depend on your ability but if you attend your Volunteer Gliding Squadron regularly you may progress well enough to win
your instructor wings within 12-18 months.
The Air Training Corps is the largest gliding organization in the world, so when you join you will be part of a very special team. Each year
the ATC completes more than 18,000 hours of flying and sends over 1,800 cadets aged 16-20 solo in gliders. Flying is scheduled largely
at weekends and during week-long camps at Easter and in the summer holidays.
A mixture of individuals with an interest in aviation become Civilian Gliding Instructors. Sometimes they have no flying experience but
often they are former cadets who have already won their solo wings - others are ex-RAF, airline or private gliding club pilots who want to
help the next generation of young people take to the air.
You have to be aged 20-55 to become a Civilian
Gliding Instructor. As a volunteer you will not be
paid but once qualified you can claim expenses
for travel and subsistence. You will be expected
to fly for 2-3 days every month. With experience
you may apply for a commission in the Training
Branch of the RAF Volunteer Reserve.
Your role is non-combatant so you will not be sent
to a war zone - your job is to train cadets to fly.
You may be entitled to travel allowances as a
civilian gliding instructor and if you become an
officer you can also claim up to 28 days pay.

17

“If I had my way every youngster would join the Air Cadets. It is most satisfying to watch
a cadet fly solo for the first time…and to know that you helped them to do it.”
18

From left, Flying Officer Sally Murray, Cadet Flight Sergeant Simon Roberts,
and Civilian Gliding Instructor Megan Henderson

Case Study:
NAME:

Civilian Gliding Instructor
Megan Henderson

AGE:

19

SQUADRON:

632 Volunteer Gliding Squadron

WING:

No 2 Welsh

REGION:

Wales & West

PROFESSION: Student
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Civilian Gliding Instructor Glyn Lewis combines his role with 634 Volunteer Gliding
Squadron in Wales with running his successful architecture business.

“I am currently studying Applied Psychology at John Moores University in Liverpool. I do not find it difficult to combine my
studies with my volunteer work as generally the unit only operates at the weekend, although in the summer we do also fly on
Friday evenings.
“When I was younger I had considered a career in the RAF and my mother’s colleague told her that her children were air
cadets, so I decide to go along. If I had my way every youngster would join! I much enjoyed my time at 856 (Chirk) Squadron,
and I found that it improved my confidence, team work and leadership skills, as well as being a loads of fun. I particularly
enjoyed flying and gliding, so I was delighted to have been appointed as an adult member of staff at 632 Volunteer Gliding
Squadron, and I have been there for 12 months.
“632 VGS unit was founded in 1942 and is the oldest VGS in the country. The feedback we get from both cadets and staff is
always positive and we are the current holders of the Central Flying School Trophy. Experience among the staff varies
enormously – there is a former Nimrod pilot, several commercial airline pilots and quite a few private pilot’s licence holders.
Although the unit is male dominated, with an age range varying from 17 to the fifties, female instructors are always treated as
equals. It would be nice to have some more female company though!
“I find it very rewarding to adapt my teaching to suit each cadet’s particular learning style in order to get the best from them.
I find it most satisfying watching a cadet fly solo for the first time; I remember the amazing feeling when I first did it, and I am
so happy that I helped them to succeed.”

Chaplains...
20

A minister or priest of any religion can apply to become a chaplain to any one of the 1,000 ATC squadrons up and down the country. There are
openings for lay ministers such as Readers, Lay Preachers and others who fulfil an authorised ministry in the pastoral work of the parish, circuit or
district. Where appropriate to meet the needs of cadets from non-Christian faiths clerics from other faiths may also be appointed. As an Honorary
Chaplain within the ATC you don’t wear uniform but are recognised by a Chaplain’s Badge worn on your lapel and the larger edition worn on your
preaching scarf.
You function as a volunteer attached to a squadron in your area and have the privilege of offering guidance and leadership to cadets and members
of staff on moral and spiritual matters. The commitment expected of a chaplain is a regular monthly visit to your unit to lead what is termed “the
Padre’s Hour” and the conduct of the formal Enrolment Service when new cadets are received into full membership of the organization having
successfully completed the probationary stage.
From time to time it will be appropriate for you to extend an invitation to the squadron to parade to your church and share in the worship.
The Squadron Chaplain receives no pay but can receive certain allowances. You may be reimbursed for home to duty travel costs and will receive
pulpit supply expenses when you are attending annual camp and if you require a locum and you will also have your accommodation costs met in full.
The real rewards and the satisfaction come with the job itself.

OUR VISION
To provide appropriate pastoral care for all personnel within the Air Training
Corps irrespective of religious belief or status.
There is no formal training programme for squadron chaplains but you will be
encouraged to attend the annual chaplains’ conference within your Wing - a
geographical area - when you will have the opportunity to discuss chaplaincy
matters and exchange ideas. As a squadron chaplain you will be supported
by your wing and regional chaplains and by the Royal Air Force Chaplains’
Branch.
As an ATC chaplain you will be made most welcome on RAF Stations and
have an opportunity of flying and gliding when accompanying your cadets.

ATC Padre Tom Tait

Case Study:
NAME:

The Rev. Hannah Neale

WING:

London

REGION:

London & South East

PROFESSION:

Church of England Curate

“I was ordained in 2000 as a Church of England priest, and I serve as non
stipendiary curate at St John the Divine in Merton. Until recently I was chaplain
at 18F (Wimbledon) Squadron, and I thoroughly enjoyed my few years there;
they were a joy to be with. I was very pleased to be appointed Surrey Wing
Chaplain, particularly as the post had been vacant for many years.
“I was born in Sierra Leone, and, following the family tradition, I was brought
by my parents to England to pursue my education. When I returned to Sierra
Leone I worked for a while with the Sierra Leone Broadcasting Service
presenting, producing and, when TV was introduced, directing many of its
political, youth and documentary programmes. I was then appointed Press
Officer to the British High Commission where I was responsible for promoting
British interests in that part of the world.
I am delighted to have been given the privilege of being Wing Chaplain for
Surrey Wing ATC, as the role combines my profession and my interest in
the welfare of young people. I have a keen interest in the development of
confident and self reliant youngsters, and I believe that they are our most
valuable resource.”

“I have a keen interest in the development of
confident and self reliant youngsters,
and I believe they are our
most valuable resource.”

21
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Civilian committee members help serve snacks at 57 (Potters Bar) Squadron (pictured above).
Inset, Mr Paul Bush, Civilian Committee Chairman at 864 (Watton) Squadron, Norfolk and
Suffolk Wing presents a cheque to the Commanding Officer Flt Lt Michael Edney.

Civilian Committee Members...
The Air Training Corps is structured in such a way that as well as the military influence there is an allied civilian structure.
In fact the Civilian Committees are the backbone of the Corps and determine the running of the ATC from Squadron level
through to representation on the Air Defence Council.
Each ATC Squadron has a Civilian Committee. These comprise of parents and friends of the Squadron. Their role is to
ensure the Squadron maintains direction, assisting the Commanding Officer and raising funds.

23
Civilian Committee Chairman
Sue Stinchcombe

Fund raising is vital as although each Squadron is allocated a small sum towards its administrative costs all other
expenses must be paid for from non-public funds and, therefore, have to be met by the Squadron itself. Other than flying, gliding, shooting and some
sport all other activities are supported through fund raising.
Many parents and friends get a great deal of enjoyment, pleasure and fun out of assisting Squadrons as members of the Civilian Committee. Committees
meet to their own timetable, usually once per month, under the direction of a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. Most Squadron Civilian Committees
will be very pleased to accept offers of extra help - even if you can not commit to regular or long term assistance.

A Family Affair...
The Thrower family has given over 50 years’ service to the Air Training Corps and is still counting. Three generations are pictured below and their ATC
history is quite something. Flight Lieutenant Robert Thrower (pictured far right) now aged 83, was a cadet in wartime and became adjutant at 152 (City
of Hull) Squadron from the early fifties until retirement after 30 odd years with two clasps to his Cadet Forces’ Medal. He is currently on the civilian
committee. His sons Mark (pictured left) and Stephen (second right) are ex cadets of the same squadron.
Mark left as Cadet Warrant Officer at 22 years of age and returned 2 years ago as an Adult Sergeant.
Stephen joined the RAF at 18 and left as a Sergeant after 22 years service and is now a Civilian
Instructor on the squadron. Mark’s son Sam (second left) is currently the Cadet Warrant Officer on the
same squadron as his father, uncle and grandfather. He is now aged 19 and has just been to Ghana on
the International Air Cadet Exchange Scheme (2006).
Missing from the picture (right) is Mark’s wife Mandy, currently a Civilian Instructor on the same squadron
who has also decided to go into uniform and is going on her Regional Board for a commission shortly.
Mark and Mandy’s other son William is a Cadet Sergeant aged 17. All (except Mandy) have played
rugby at Wing level. What an exceptional achievement from one family!

24

Famous ex - cadets...
After years of fun, travel and flying with the Air Cadets, many people have gone on to greater things.
25

From actors to astronauts, athletes to pop stars, pilots and writers, this list is neither definitive nor exhaustive...
Richard Burton

Raimund Herincx

Rory Underwood MBE

Actor

Opera Singer

Rugby Player

Sir Paul Nurse

Bill Pertwee

John Conteh

Nobel Prize Winner

Actor

Boxer

Brian Jones

Gary Numan

Michael Nicholson

Round-the-World
Balloonist

Pop Star

News Reporter
Geoff Capes

Timothy Dalton

Field Athlete and Strongman

Actor
Jo Brekke
Sir Jimmy Saville OBE

Commonwealth
Gold Medalist Shooter

DJ
Linford Christie
Athlete

Alan Ward
Cricket

Robson Green
Actor

Neil ‘Foxy’ Fox
DJ

Alan Silitoe
Writer

Brian Rix
Actor

Sir Ralph Robins
Former
Chairman of Rolls Royce

Len Deighton
Writer

Rt Hon Lord Robertson
Former Secretary-General NATO
Warren Mitchell
Actor
Laura Trevellian
BBC Political Correspondent
Dr Mike Foale
NASA Astronaut

Case Study...
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NAME:

Flight Lieutenant
Richard Gillett

SQUADRON:

27F (Chingford)

WING:

London

REGION:

London & South East

“Being the commanding officer of a
squadron is the best job in the world...
It’s great to see your cadets succeed in
what they do in life, knowing that you
had some influence in that.”

PROFESSION: Electrical Design Engineer
“I joined the Air Training Corps at the age of 14. The Corps motto is: ‘Venture – Adventure’ and, as the
saying goes, it does exactly what it says on the tin!
“It wasn’t long before I was participating in the many adventurous activities on offer, such as flying, target
shooting and sporting events. I had a fantastic time at annual camps both in the UK and overseas, including
Gibraltar, Germany and Cyprus. My introduction to rock climbing and mountaineering started when I was
a cadet and these challenging activities are something I still enjoy today. It was participation in these
activities, the ‘can do’ attitude and the responsibility given to me as I rose through the ranks to Cadet
Warrant Officer that built my self-belief and confidence.
“After eight years as a cadet and having reached the upper age limit, I took the opportunity to give something
back to an organization that had given me so much. I applied for a commission in the Royal Air Force
Volunteer Reserve (Training Branch) and continued to serve as an officer with the same squadron where
I had been a cadet. I always balanced my professional career with my commitment to the ATC but I found
that there were benefits to being in an organization supported by the RAF. I have attended numerous
courses to help me qualify as an instructor, including canoeing, rock climbing, shooting, skiing, obstacle
course supervising and public relations. Much of this training led to recognised qualifications. I have also
planned and facilitated numerous mountaineering and skiing expeditions in the UK and Europe and have
recently returned from an expedition to Everest Base Camp.
“I have been a commanding officer for over five years and I am responsible for the six adult staff and 45
cadets on the squadron and it is the best job in the ATC! It’s great to see your cadets succeed in what they
do in life, knowing that you had some influence in that.”
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Flight Lieutenant Richard
Gillett on his way to Base
Camp Mount Everest with an
Air Cadet expedition...

History of the ATC
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The Air Cadet Movement owes much of its existence to Air Commodore J A Chamier, known as the
father of the air cadet movement. The son of a Major-General and himself originally an Army officer,
he learnt to fly and was loaned to the Royal Flying Corps (the predecessor of the Royal Air Force)
during World War 1. Upon its formation he joined the Royal Air Force in 1919 and eventually retired
from service in 1929 when he became the Secretary-General of the Air League - an organization
made up of people who could see a strong future for aviation.
Air Commodore Chamier decided to start an aviation cadet corps and in 1938 the Air Defence Cadet
Corps (ADCC) was formed. The idea was to recruit and train young men from throughout the country
in aviation skills. There was a huge requirement for highly skilled aviators and support personnel if air
combat power was going to be used as a military resource.
The ADCC was organised and run by local people in many towns and cities and Air Commodore Chamier's idea seemed to capture the mood of the
British people. In their eagerness to help the nation in preparation for war, young men rushed to join the Corps in their thousands. The cadets were
asked to pay a weekly subscription of 3d (old pennies) which today is equivalent to 1p. Each squadron's aim was to prepare cadets for joining the RAF
or the Fleet Air Arm. They provided training in flying, military skills and instructed them in drill, dress and discipline. Physical fitness was also very actively
promoted. Cadets undertook PT, team sports and athletics. Long route marches, shooting practice and camping skills all soon became standard
squadron activities too.
At this time, however, ADCC activities were severely restricted because of the approach of World War II. Many ADCC instructors and squadron officers
were called up into regular Service. Buildings were also commandeered by either the Service or local government for war work. Cadets were used to
carry messages, they helped with clerical duties, in providing extra muscle in handling aircraft and in the movement of stores and equipment. In 1940
the British Government took over control of the ADCC. This resulted in a number of changes to the Corps, and brought about the birth of a completely
new organization, called the Air Training Corps.
On 5th February 1941, the Air Training Corps (ATC) was officially established, with King George VI agreeing to be the Air Commodore-in-Chief, and
issuing a Royal Warrant setting out the Corps' aims. The number of young men responding to the formation of the ATC was spectacular. Within the first
month the size of the old ADCC had virtually doubled to more than 400 squadrons and after 12 months it was about 8 times as big. See opposite for its
structure today.

1938. The Air Defence Cadet Corps (ADCC)
was established by the Air League, its main aim
being to prepare young men to serve in the Royal
Air Force. During WWII some 98,500 cadets joined
the RAF, winning 500 decorations for valour
including a Victoria Cross which was awarded to
Flight Sergeant Arthur Louis Aaron. The ADCC
formed 41 squadrons of 100 boys aged 14-18
years in the first year. The first was at Leicester.

1941. The ADCC became
the Air Training Corps (ATC).
On 5th February 1941, King
George VI set the seal of
national recognition on the
ATC by consenting to become
its Air Commodore-in-Chief,
and constituted it by Royal
Warrant.

1938

1941

1943. Gliding becomes
part of official ATC training
and by December 1945
there were 84 gliding
schools. Following the
end of WWII and a decline
in the size of the ACO the
number of gliding schools
dropped to 27.

1943

1939

1942

1939. The ADCC gives
some cadets glider training
and camps were held at or
near affiliated RAF stations.
The ATC Gazette - still the
official magazine but now
called Air Cadet magazine
- was established.

1942. A cadet strength
of 210,000 is recorded
for the ATC.

1953. HRH
The Prince Philip,
the Duke of
Edinburgh
becomes Air
Commodore-in-Chief
of the Air Training
Corps.

1958. Formation of Air
Experience Flights with a
fleet of 50 Chipmunk aircraft.
There were also two gliding
centres and 27 gliding schools
with a fleet comprising mainly
Sedbergh and Cadet Mk3.

1967. The Morris
Committee recommends
six ATC regions are
established alongside
Scotland Region.

1958

1967

1953
1945

1945. After WWII, cadet numbers
were reduced and the focus of the
ATC changed with a greater emphasis
on citizen training, leadership skills
and community involvement. The ATC
is still parented by the RAF and a strong
relationship with them remains to this day.

1957
1957. Air cadets win the
first gold and silver medals
in the Duke of Edinburgh
Award Scheme. The ACO
goes on to become the
largest operating authority
in the UK for the award.

1960
1960. Headquarters
Air Cadets set up at
RAF White Waltham.

1968
1968. HQ Air Cadets
moves from RAF White
Waltham, Berkshire to
RAF Brampton,
Cambridgeshire.

Structure
HQ Air Cadets, RAF Cranwell, Lincolnshire
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Overall managerial responsibility for both the ATC and CCF(RAF)
Staffed by more than 70 permanent RAF and MOD civilian personnel
ATC
Over 33,000 cadets (aged 13 - 20, maximum joining age 17 years)
belonging to almost 1,000 squadrons
Squadrons located in cities, towns and villages throughout the
UK with another six units in Germany, Cyprus, Gibraltar and Jersey
9,400 adult volunteer staff who are often former cadets,
ex-regular Service personnel or parents of cadets
Managed by a mixture of permanent and volunteer
staff at 6 Regional and 36 Wing Headquarters

1983. The Air Training
Corps' regulations change
to allow girls to join. The
first modern glass fibre gliders
enter service -Vanguards,
Valiants and Janus.

1975. HQ Air Cadets moves
from RAF Brampton to RAF
Newton, Nottinghamshire

1975

1990. Vigilant (Grob 109)
motor gliders are introduced
to fly alongside the winch
launched Vikings.

1983
1977
1977. The first motor
gliders are introduced
in the form of the
Slingsby T61 Venture.

1990
1984
1984. The entry into
service of the present
day fleet of gliders began
with the arrival of the
Vikings (Grob 103).

1995. HQAC
moves from
RAF Newton,
Nottinghamshire
to RAF Cranwell,
Lincolnshire.

2001. In February 2001
the ATC celebrated its 60th
Anniversary with a celebration
dinner at the Houses of Parliament.

1995
1991
1991. This year
saw the 50th
Anniversary
of the Air
Training
Corps (ATC).

2006. The Air
Training Corps'
65th Anniversary.

2001
2000

2000. In July 2000 the Millennium Falcon Flight
comprising three Vigilant motor gliders flew
3,000 nautical miles, collecting £328,000 raised
by the Air Cadets for charity. Also to mark the
millennium a camp with 2,000 air cadets and
volunteers was held at The Royal Air Force
College at Cranwell in Lincolnshire. It was the
RAF's premier millennium event and included a
wide range of enjoyable activities showcasing
the work of the ATC.

2006
2005
2005. The ACO won the Tri Service
Cadet Swimming Championships for the
35th consecutive year. NASA astronaut,
British born Mike Foale - a former CCF
(RAF) cadet returned to his roots to fly
again with air cadets at RAF Syerston,
Nottinghamshire.
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Cadets take part in many activities, and as an adult volunteer, you would have the opportunity to
participate and to gain recognised qualifications which could help you in your chosen career too.
All this while having a lot of fun and making many new friends!

Cadet Activities include:
Flying / gliding / hang gliding - microlighting
The Duke of Edinburgh Award
Mountaineering / climbing
International exchanges
Squadron parade nights
Overseas expeditions
Adventure training
Leadership skills
Target shooting
7 major sports
Parachuting
Drill / bands
Citizenship
Fieldcraft
Canoeing
First Aid
BTECs

31

32

Frequently asked questions…
I have a full time job / a home to run / children. How can I spare the time for voluntary work?
Most of our volunteers have busy lives too and many of them work full time. Most activities take place in the evenings and at weekends, and no one is expected to take
part in everything . Many people get involved initially because their children are cadets and they start off helping out informally at events and open days. As long as you
can spare a few hours a week, you will be made very welcome.
It sounds very energetic. Don’t you need to be very fit?
We like our volunteers to be reasonably fit so they can join in the physical activities, but you will not be expected to be an athlete, and other qualities are just as
important. We need people who can deal with homesick cadets at camp and paperwork just as much as someone who can hike across the hills with them.
I’m retired but I’d enjoy working with youngsters. Is there an age limit?
You need to be a minimum of 20 years of age to be an adult volunteer, but there is no upper age limit as a civilian instructor, although uniformed officers retire at 55.
Many of our volunteers are retired or semi-retired, which gives them more time to spend with us, another interest, a great social life and lots of fun too.
Do I need to have experience of working with children?
No, but you do need an understanding of the needs of teenagers, so if you are a parent with children or have had any contact with the children of friends or family, you
will have some idea of what is required. Obviously, if you have any direct experience, such as teaching or with sports training, you will have an advantage.
What happens if I join and then find it doesn’t suit me?
When you join us you will be greeted by a friendly face and given every opportunity to find a role that you feel happy with, but this kind of work does not suit everyone
and we are particularly keen to take on not only those who are completely suitable, but who will be happy in such a role.
Will I need to have a police check?
Yes. Anyone who works with children must be willing to undergo a Criminal Records Bureau check. This is a legal requirement and can take about three months, so
until it is complete you will not be able to take sole charge of cadets, but you will be training during this period anyway so your progress will not be affected.
Will I be paid?
You will be provided with all the necessary equipment for your roles, including special clothing and uniform. As a VR(T) Officer or Non-Commissioned Officer you can,
however, claim for up to 28 days pay a year. You will have the opportunity to experience many activities and training, all for free!
I’d like to meet new friends too. Is there a social side to it?
Oh yes. The Civilian Committee on each squadron will be busy organizing all sorts of social events, some to raise funds for the cadets and some just for fun. Most
people are surprised to find that as well as enjoying the work they make a lot of new friends and have a great time when they join as an adult volunteer, and some even
find their future husbands or wives!
What will my unit be like?
Some squadrons are accommodated in their own premises, others are located on RAF stations, in TA Centres or in post war Nissan Huts. No matter what the
accommodation the activities are second to none.

Next steps…
I think I might be interested. What do I do now?
Your local Wing will write to you soon asking you to get in touch if you are interested in joining. They will tell you where and when your nearest squadron parade (meet).
You can just go along one evening and find out more on an informal basis, by talking to other volunteers and meeting some of the cadets. Everyone is really friendly
and they are there to help you.
If you want to take it further straight away, complete the form on page 35 and send it to your nearest Wing Headquarters (See Page 34). They will arrange for you to
be interviewed and tell you all you need to know.

You have nothing to lose and everything to gain. Do it today!
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Contact Us...

Scotland & NI Region ATC HQ, HMS Caledonia, Hilton Road,
Rosyth, Fife, KY11 2XH 01383 425005
1
2
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3
4
5
6

Aberdeen & NE Scotland Wing ATC, Gordon Barracks,
Bridge of Don, Aberdeen, AB23 8DB 01224 708807 Ext 7847
Dundee & C Scotland Wing ATC, RAF Leuchars, St Andrews,
Fife, KY16 0JX 01334 838682
Edinburgh & S Scotland Wing ATC, TA Centre, 301 Colinton Road,
Edinburgh, EH13 0LA 0131 310 5226
Glasgow & W Scotland Wing ATC, The Cadet Centre,
65 Hawkhead Road, Paisley, PA1 3NE 0141 887 3111
Highland Wing ATC, TA Centre, Gordonville Road, Inverness,
IV2 4SU 01463 229724
Northern Ireland Wing ATC, RAF Aldegrove,
BFPO 808 0289 445 2023

North Region ATC HQ, RAF Linton-on-Ouse,York,
YO30 2AJ 01347 847461
1

Wales & West Region ATC HQ, RAF Cosford,
Wolverhampton, WV7 3EX 01902 377905
1
2
3
4
5
6

No 1 Welsh Wing ATC, Air Cadet Centre, Ty Walter Cleall GC,
Maindy Barracks, Cardiff, CF14 3YE 02920 726144/726147
No 2 Welsh Wing ATC, C/O RAF Cosford, Wolverhampton,
WV7 3EX 01902 377905
No 3 Welsh Wing ATC, TA Centre, The Grange, West
Cross, Swansea, West Glamorgan, SA3 5AJ 01792 405912
West Mercian Wing ATC, Boyle Block, RAF Cosford,
Wolverhampton, WV 7 3EX 01902 377211
Staffordshire Wing ATC, MOD Stafford, Beaconside,
ST18 0AQ 01785 787254
Merseyside Wing ATC, RAF Woodvale, Formby,
Merseyside, L37 7AD 01704 872287 Ext 7245/6

2
3
4
5

6

Durham & N’land Wing ATC, RFCA Centre, Knightsbridge, Gosforth,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE3 2JJ 0191 2131919
Central & East Yorks Wing ATC, Building 8, RAF Linton-on-Ouse,
York, YO30 2AJ 01347 847463
South & West Yorks Wing ATC, Healdfield Road, Castleford,
WF10 4SF 01977 604 691
Cumbria & North Lancs Wing ATC, Building 37, Singleton Road,
Weeton, Preston, Lancs, PR4 3ET 01772 260 752
E Cheshire & S Manchester Wing ATC, Rms 33 & 35, PPPA,
Dairy House Lane, Cheadle Hume,
Stockport, SK8 7NU 0161 426 7542
East Lancs Wing ATC, TA Centre, Castle Armoury, Castle Street,
Bury, Lancs, BL9 0LB 0161 764 2686

Central & East Region ATC HQ, Sorley Block, RAF
Brampton, Huntingdon, PE28 2EA. 01480 52151 Ext 7702
1
2
3
4
5

South West Region ATC HQ, Le Marchant Barracks,
London Road, Devizes, SN10 2ER 01380 739990 Ext 201
1
2
3
4
5
6

Bristol & Gloucester Wing ATC, 4 Highcliffe Drive,
Quedgeley, Gloucester, GL2 4QN 01452 721237
Devon & Somerset Wing ATC, Building 13a, Wyvern Barracks,
Barrack Road, Exeter, EX2 6AR 01392 275173
Dorset & Wltshire Wing ATC, Blg 422, RAF Boscombe,
Salisbury, Wiltshire, SP4 0JE 01980 622014
Hants & Isle of Wight Wing ATC, Newburgh House, Newburgh Street,
Winchester, Hants, SO23 8UY 01962 890728
Plymouth & Cornwall Wing ATC, RAF St Mawgan, Newquay, Cornwall,
TR8 4HP 01637 857 638
Thames Valley Wing ATC, Whitecross, Abingdon, Oxon,
OX13 6BU 01235 555420

6

Beds & Cambs Wing ATC, TA Centre, Coldham’s Lane,
Cambridge, CB1 3HS 01223 210954
Trent Wing ATC,RAF Digby, Lincoln, LN4 3LH
01526 323308
Herts & Bucks Wing ATC, The Airfield, RAF Halton,
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 5PG 01296 625061
Norfolk & Suffolk Wing ATC, Constitution Hill, Norwich,
Norfolk, NR6 7RA 01603 427575
South & East Midlands ATC, RAF Wittering, Peterborough,
PE8 6HB 01780 783838 Ext 7297
Warwicks & B’ham Wing ATC, Cateswell House, Sir Henry
Parkes Road, Canley, Coventry, CV5 6TA 02476 854934

London & South East Region ATC HQ, RAF Northolt,
Ruislip, HA4 6NG 0208 833 8352
1
2
3
4
5
6

Kent Wing ATC, Yeomanry Cottages, Boxley Road, Maidstone,
Kent, ME14 2AP 01622 754188
London Wing ATC, 206 Brompton Road, Kensington, London,
SW3 2BQ 0207 584 8914
Middlesex Wing ATC, Building 212, RAF Uxbridge, Middlesex,
UB10 0RZ 01895 815622
Surrey Wing ATC, 192 Merton Road, Wimbledon, London,
SW19 1EG 0208 542 4893
Sussex Wing ATC, 17a Broad Street, Seaford, Sussex,
BN25 1LS 01323 899900
Essex Wing ATC, Carver Barracks, Wimbish, Saffron Walden,
Essex, CB10 2YA 01799 521447

You can use this form to register your interest in the Air Cadets. Fill in your details here
and send it to your local Wing Headquarters (see opposite), who will explain more about
the Squadrons in your local area as well as answer any questions you may have.
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First Name

Date of Birth

Male/Female

Last Name
Telephone numbers:

Home

Work

Mobile

Email at home
Email at work
Your address

Your Postcode
Notes (please add any notes or questions here)

How did you hear about us?
Do you have any military service or association?



Would you like to be: (please tick)
Officer



Non-Commissioned Officer

Civilian Committee Member 



Civilian Instructor
Chaplain





Civilian Gliding Instructor

Not sure at this stage





www.aircadets.org

